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1.
  Overview

1.1
For IHCA, in research terms 2008-09 may be characterised as a year of consolidation and taking stock: academic staff continued to develop and achieve individual research projects alongside building blocks being put in place for a new phase of Institute-wide development of research infrastructure and culture.

1.2
By the year end, a strong base-line of development had been achieved for future growth of IHCA’s Early Modern Research Group; a number of high-achieving bursaried students had joined an already lively cohort of postgraduate researchers; many staff were nearing completion of major research outputs; new levels of external research funding bids and bids to university funding streams had been achieved; and new clusters of research interest were beginning to emerge.
2.
  Staff Publication

2.1
As will be apparent from information provided as Appendix A, the majority of IHCA’s forty-one academic staff (70%) achieved at least one published/disseminated output from their research activity. 58% achieved outputs that were published/disseminated outside the university. Conservative in-house assessment is that 13 members of staff (31%) produced at least one output that would be classifiable within the context of the next national research assessment exercise (REF). 4 (10%) produced outputs of international standing. Outputs ranged from books, book chapters and peer reviewed journal articles, to exhibitions, performances and web design. Of the 12 members of academic staff who did not achieve published research outputs, 4 were at various stages of PhD study.
2.2
Given focus on preparation for RAE 2008 the previous year, it is perhaps unsurprising that there were no single-authored books published in 2008/09 (although several staff mounted solo exhibitions for which there were accompanying monographs, and a number contributed book chapters). As will be apparent from Section 4 of the report, however, a number of books were in preparation or nearing completion, and considerable groundwork was done towards achievement of significant outputs over the following two years.
2.3
Highlights in 2008/09 included: James Fisher’s commissioned Snape Maltings solo exhibition, My Hopes are Not Entirely Hopeless for the 2009 Aldeburgh Festival; Sara Key’s solo exhibition, Walter’s Attic at the City Gallery, Leicester; culmination of Paul Hazel’s work with the University of Cambridge on development of a web user interface for the University’s Microsoft Research-funded Darwin Beagle Voyage Plant Collection online herbarium; and Dr Mueller’s completion of his first monograph, A Critical Study of Daniel Defoe’s Poetry for subsequent publication by the Edwin Mellen Press. 

3.
Development of Research Infrastructure and Culture

3.1
IHCA’s development of research infrastructure and culture focussed upon: (i) improving the management, monitoring and strategic development of research within the Institute through greater formalisation of the practices and reporting procedures of its Research & Knowledge Transfer Committee, chaired by Dr How (including introduction of a PGR Sub-group, chaired by Prof Webb); (ii) continuation and enhancement of its annual research seminar series, organised by Dr How (see Appendix E for details); (iii) increased emphasis upon developing research funding bids (including organisation of a well-attended information session on AHRC funding schemes); (iv) continuing focus upon research and research development in whole-Institute discussion fora and regular, formal dissemination of the work of R&KTC at Institute Board meetings; (v) renewed emphasis upon securing full-time, bursaried research studentships; (vi) further development of support for postgraduate research students and moves to achieve greater integration of PGRs in the Institute’s research culture as a whole (see Section 6 below); (vii) emphasis, during staff appraisal, on growing external engagement and profile raising, and research development.
4.
Commencement of New Research and Knowledge Transfer Projects

4.1    Of the numerous projects commenced during the year, of particular note were: Dr Cinpoeş’s work on her Edwin Mellen-contracted monograph, As a Stranger Give it Welcome – Romania’s ‘Hamlet’ 1788-2008, her Manchester University Press-contracted edited collection, Doing Kyd – A Collection of Critical Essays on The Spanish Tragedy, and her development of a conference Worldwide Hamlet in Performance and Translation as part of the 7th International Shakespeare Festival in Romania in 2010; Dr Mueller’s work on a co-edited collection (with Dr Aino Mäkikali), Positioning Daniel Defoe’s Non-fiction: Form, Function, Genre for publication in 2010; and Dr Shakesheff’s work on his co-authored book (with Dr Richard Coopey), Angling in Great Britain: A Social and Cultural History 1750-2000 contracted to Manchester University Press. Dr How continued preparation of his monograph, Recovering Sociology’s Classic Texts contracted to Palgrave/ Macmillan for publication in 2010, and Dr Cochrane writing of her monograph, Twentieth Century British Theatres: Industry, Art and Empire contracted to Cambridge University Press for submission in 2010. 
4.2
Language Centre staff pursued Stage 2 development of the UW KTI-funded Blended Language Learning Consortium, with delivery of two six week pilot language courses. Led by Paul Snookes, working with Judy Barker as Co-I, Stage 2  explored and tested the viability of deploying blended learning enabled by use of Wimba software to deliver language courses to students based in diverse geographical locations. Useful and positive feedback was gained from participating students and staff alike. Discussion then took place with Consortium partners (Coventry University; Aston University; Worcester College of Technology) to identify to what extent provision could be achieved on a commercial basis. While this initially proved a stumbling block to further development, subsequent work has identified a potentially viable model, which is now being considered in detail. The project has attracted considerable national interest as is apparent from some of the conference presentations that Paul Snookes and Judy Barker have subsequently been invited to give. (See Appendix A)
5.
  Changes to Academic Staff

5.1    Dr Ronnie Kowalski retired from the University at the end of the academic year; a longstanding and much valued member of the History team, Dr Kowalski made a significant and lively contribution to History research at Worcester over many years and, in 2008/09, the Institute’s Research Seminar Series provided an opportunity to share the fruits his career-long engagement with the history of Soviet Russia. He is much missed by colleagues. 
5.2         Prof Antonia Payne joined IHCA as new Head of Institute, following the departure of Prof Pearson. Formerly Dean of Research at Dartington College of Arts, Prof Payne’s research interests are in the contemporary visual arts and related writing and curation. 
5.3
Reuben Irving joined IHCA as Senior Lecturer in Digital Film Production. His commencement at Worcester co-incided with release, in the USA, of the Indie film How to be starring Robert Pattinson, which he had edited and which received widespread acclaim and critical attention.
6.
  Postgraduate Research and Supervision
6.1.1 Prof Webb inaugurated a new series of student-centred seminars for Humanities PGRs to supplement provision provided by the Graduate Research School. The intention was to provide a forum for discussion of research and matters of interest specific to the Humanities and to individual Humanities researchers. Sessions were timetabled to seek to accommodate differing student commitments, but pressures on students’ time nonetheless meant that attendance was variable. Six seminars took place, three involving presentations of PGRs’ research (Samantha Sutherland; Paola Botham; Rachel Johnson).
6.1.2 Three new students enrolled for MPhil/PhD research with IHCA Directors of Studies during 2008/09 (ie not including new bursaried students identified in 7.1 below, who enrolled after the year end). As at 31st August 2009, six IHCA MPhil/PhD students were fully registered; an additional thirteen were enrolled but had not yet achieved confirmation of registration through the RDB1 approval process. One student – Rachel Johnson –  submitted her thesis for examination during the year and was awarded her PhD (DoS: Prof Webb); one – Robert Bennett – was awarded his MPhil (DoS: Dr Peters).
6.1.3
PGRs made an impressive variety of contributions to external research fora during the year. Examples include: Laura Jones’ and Rachel Johnson’s presentation of papers to the Children’s Literature Association 36th Annual Conference in North Carolina; Laura Jones’ paper for the 19th Biennial Congress of the International Research Society for Children’s Literature in Frankfurt (leading to invitation to submit a book chapter for Nations of Childhood, (eds) Christopher Kelen and Björn Sundmark); and Paula Botham’s book chapter for inclusion in Political Performances: Theory and Practice, (eds) Susan C Haedicke, Dee Heddon, Avraham Oz and EJ Westlake, Rodopi Press 2009, together with papers given at the Birmingham Book Festival and the International Federation for Theatre Research XVIII World Congress (IFTR Political Performances Working Group), Lisbon. 
6.1.4
Eleven academic members of staff were involved in supervision of UW-registered MPhil/PhD students; two acted as external examiners for PhDs registered elsewhere and one as an external supervisor.
6.1.5
IHCA began the process of growing the involvement of postgraduate researchers in research enhancement and development within the Institute by establishing an R&KTC postgraduate research student representative, elected by PGRs themselves. Laura Jones was elected and joined the Committee from its October 2009 meeting.

7.
  University/Institute Support for IHCA Research

7.1 Five IHCA staff made bids for, and three were awarded, UW bursaried full-time PhD studentships in the 2008/09 round: Dr McNally – Religion, Politics and Print Culture in Worcestershire 1660-1725 (awarded to Erin Peters); Prof Webb – Representation of the Overweight Body in Children’s Literature 1960-2010 (awarded to Kate Flynn); Dr Mueller – Making Nations: Englishness and Otherness in the Works of Daniel Defoe (awarded to Frauke Jung). 
7.2
Dr Mueller took Research and Project Leave in Semester 2 (awarded 2007/08) with the consequence that he successfully completed and submitted for publication his monograph, A Critical Study of Daniel Defoe’s Poetry. Dr Cinpoeş successfully applied for Leave to be taken in Semester 1 2009/10. Three members of staff made proposals for two Leverhulme Fellowships available to the university; Prof Webb was successful in her International Centre for Research in Children’s Literature, Literacy and Creativity bid to appoint Dr Benjamin Lefebvre of the University of Winnipeg’s Centre for Research in Young People’s Texts and Culture. 
7.3
The Institute supported Dr How to continue preparation of his forthcoming book, through remitting him from one module’s teaching. It supported 19 current members of academic staff to attend 35 national/international conferences and other research fora (where papers were given in over 50% of cases). A full list of support made available by the Institute is provided as Appendix F.
8.
  External Research funding

8.1    IHCA made a concerted attempt to begin to grow the number and quality of external research funding bids. However, while the number and overall value of bids submitted increased (eight bids amounting to some £191,000), as did the time invested by both lead academic staff and others supporting bids’ development and realisation, results were disappointing. Additionally, while the overall number and value of bids increased, bidding remained confined to only four members of staff (Prof Webb, Drs Mueller and Terry, and Julie McLusky).
8.2    Prof Webb made particularly extensive efforts, leading and submitted bids totalling some £157,000 to the AHRC, Wellcome Trust and British Academy/Commonwealth Universities (see Appendix A for further details). Both AHRC and Wellcome Trust bids were developed in collaboration with partners in other institutions. In addition Prof Webb was Co-I for an ESRC Collaborative Research Networks bid submitted by Prof Al-Nakeeb of Newman College, and supported a prospective PhD student to develop an AHRC studentship bid. By the year end, her £94,500 Wellcome Trust bid had gained first stage approval, with the outcome of a second stage bid pending.
8.3         While only two bids amounting to just over £1,000 were successful outright (both made by Dr Terry), others were nonetheless graded highly; bids have thus supported UW to maintain a creditable profile with research funders which, of itself, may be considered a worthwhile outcome upon which IHCA can seek to build in future years. 
8.4  
Wider staff involvement in bidding for research and other related funding within UW (see Section 7 above and Appendix A), provides additional cause for optimism that success in securing external research funding can grow in subsequent years.

9.
Staff Contributions to the National/International Research Infrastructure

9.1 
As will be apparent from information in Appendix A, a number of IHCA staff made contributions to national and/or international research infrastructure through their work with learned societies and funding and policy making bodies. Notably: Dr Cochrane was highly active in the work of both TaPRA (Theatre & Performance Research Association) and SCUDD (Standing Conference of University Drama Departments); Dr Koven continued as President Elect of the International Society of Contemporary Legend Research and, as a Committee Member, was active in running of the Folklore Society; Dr Mirza was Vice Chair for the national Subject Centre for Sociology, Anthropology and Politics and played active roles in the British Sociological Association and British Educational Research Association; Dr Mueller was an Executive Committee member of The Daniel Defoe Society; Prof Webb was a member of the International Committee of the Children’s Literature Association and invited to join the Board of the International Society for Children’s Literature; Prof Payne continued her work with the AHRC as Convenor of its Peer Review Panel 2: Visual Arts & Media and as a Member of its Research Committee. 
9.2
Staff including Drs Arnold, Cochrane, How, Koven, Hardy, Johnson, Mitra, Mueller, Oldridge and Webb were all active as Editorial Board members and reviewers for peer review journals and academic publishers. 
10.
  Research Centres and Groups

10.1    International Centre for Research in Children’s Literature, Literacy and Creativity (ICRCLLC)
10.1.1
A full report on the activities of ICRCLLC is provided as Appendix D. Co-directed by Prof Webb of IHCA and Dr Cox of IoE, the report notes a healthy cohort of eight research students attached to the Centre and an impressive range of research outputs and public engagement activity achieved. 
10.2 
  Early Modern Research Group

10.2.1   The Early Modern Research Group (EMRG) provides a focus for cultural, literary and socio-historical scholarly enquiry and research of the Earl Modern period (c1500-1800), conducted by staff of the Institute and scholar-associates based in other universities or working independently. It provides a forum for research dissemination and discussion both within the university and further afield, and promotes and nurtures research enquiry through the activity of a growing community of academic staff and postgraduate researchers.

10.2.2   The Group has a dual purpose: (a) to capitalise upon local resources to generate research that addresses aspects of the heritage of Worcestershire, Herefordshire and the wider West Midlands, and (b) to generate national and international research collaboration, publication and other activity that draws on links with partner institutions in mainland Europe and further afield.

10.2.3 In 2008/09, the Group’s first full year of operation, its priorities were to establish a presence within the research landscape of the university, to begin to develop a profile regionally, nationally and internationally, to begin to develop relevant research collections, to seed research projects with a local focus of national/ international interest, and to promote interdisciplinary enquiry and collaboration. 
10.2.4    Five members of academic staff from three academic disciplines were involved in development (Joint Directors Drs Cinpoeş and Mueller in English; Drs Oldridge and McNally in History; Dr Cochrane in Drama). They were joined by three UW-bursaried postgraduate researchers - Sharon Young, Frauke Jung and Erin Peters. (Informal discussions with Bob Ruffle, a postgraduate researcher in Archaeology, led to his also subsequently joining the Group). Sharon Young is to be congratulated for having been elected Postgraduate and Early Career Scholars Representative for the British Society for Eighteenth Century Studies during the year. 

10.2.5 Five associate members comprised: independent scholar, Dr Denise Inge; Dr Maria J Lorenzo-Modia of the University of La Coruna; Dr Aino Mäkikalli of the University of Turku; Dr Veronica Scandl of Pazmany Peter University; and Christine Penney, Librarian of the Hurd Library, Hartlebury Castle. 
10.2.6 Dr Cinpoeş led development of the Group’s web presence; development of its external profile was assisted by establishing links with similar research clusters and centres and through national advertisement of two university-bursaried PhD studentships. 
10.2.7 Group members investigated a number of regional resources, including Worcester Cathedral library and the Hurd Library. Several meetings with Hurd Librarian, Christine Penney, seeded plans for a range of collaborative developments now being taken forward. Dr Denise Inge was instrumental in introducing staff of the University to the Hurd Library. Dr Inge, a specialist on the work seventeenth-century Herefordshire poet, Thomas Traherne subsequently also contributed to IHCA’s Research Seminar Series.
10.2.8 Through the offices of Dr Rachel Johnson, the University’s research librarian, exciting progress was made to secure the holdings of the Yelden Parish Library, Bedfordshire which comprises over 400 items of eighteenth and nineteenth century printed material – a modest but valuable start to establishing a collection of early modern sources for the university.
10.2.9 Both Drs Cinpoeş and Mueller made research visits to partner universities in Finland, Spain and Hungary during the year, where they gave guest lectures, keynotes and led research workshops in their early modern specialisms. Visits have resulted in plans for international twin conferences in Worcester (led by Dr Cinpoeş) and Budapest on ‘Shakespeare’s Foreign Directors’, an invitation to Dr Mueller to co-edit and contribute to a collection of essays on women and the eighteenth century periodical press, and contribution by Dr Lorenzo-Modia of the University of La Coruna to supervision of a UW-registered doctoral research project. In 2009/10, there will be return visits to Worcester by scholars in the institutions visited by UW staff in 2008/09.

10.2.10  Dr Cinpoeş’s collaboration with the RSC Archive and Shakespeare Birthplace Trust achieved plans for a ‘Walk with Hamlet’ exhibition for presentation in the university’s library in 2009. Further projects are now expected to develop which will support undergraduate and MA teaching as well as research activity.
10.2.11 Finally, members of the Group successfully sought support for development of its work from within the university (see Section 7 above) and Dr Mueller laid the ground for development of an AHRC Research Grants application focussed on the Hurd Library, to be made with Dr Stephen Gregg of Bath Spa University as Co-investigator.
10.2.12 Appendix A provides full details of the research activity of individual UW staff attached to the Group. Appendix B provides information about the activity of Associate Members and postgraduate researchers.
11.      Associates and Visitors

11.1    Prof Ebbatson continued as a much valued Research Associate. His seminar Tennyson’s Dialect Poems: Language and Homeland was a highlight of IHCA’s 2008/09 Research Seminar Series. Prof Ebbatson was appointed Honorary Research Fellow in the Department of English at Lancaster University in February 2009. 

11.2      Dr Dowds’ equally valued and continuing association with the Institute also included a contribution to the Institute’s Research Seminar Series, entitled Passages to India: Peripatetic MPs and the Governance of India 1870-1940. 
11.3 Prof Ebbatson’s and Dr Dowds’ research activity during the year are provided in Appendix B. 
Prof Antonia Payne
January 2010
