Chelsea Cottage

Winchelsea . East Sussex
TN16 4HU

‘Winchelsea 449 (sTo 079 76)

21st January, 1980

Ms. Mzry Cadogan
24 Southend Road
Beclienham

Kent BR3 13D

Dear Mary,

It was good of you to ring me up the othur day and as usual I
enjoyed a chat with y-u.

Whether or net you have been in ftouch with Collins I do not
know, but I have had some rather disguieting news frou tiem regarding
Lone Pine in Armada, the sales of which 'fell off rather badly last year'.
I have not yet had an opportunity of speaking to Marion Lloyd personally
about the situation, but what distresses me so much is that T have put
so many of my eggs into the Collins! basket at their reguest. Their
policy has been to drop other series including the Buckinghams, and
then after asking me to write the Brown Family stories specilally for
younger readers, they have now virtually dropped thiz in order to 'concentrate
on Lone Pine', They then proceeded to sell out of their hardbacks so
there are no supplies now for Libraries, and I finished the series with
HOME TO WITCHEND, giving them this particuar title as an Armada Original,
and selling the hardback rights to Severn House. Incidentally the latter
have done well with the hardback and have asked me to write an entirely
new Lone Pine story for them, and which I suppose I should hold the
paperback rights. This particular item of news is confidential,

Anyway the situation now is that out of twenty Lone Pine paperbacks
six are now '‘reprinting', which means fthat there will be an interval of
at least nine months while they are unavailsble to my readers, who
continue to ask for them in order to complete their set.

As I know you are studying this tangled situation of children's
paperbacks, I would like to make it clear that I have remarkable daily
evidence from readers who admire the series and want more, and I haove no
doubt that Collins - and possibly any other paperback publisher = are
unable to reach my particular readership, and in thie particular case the
fact is that so far Collins have been unable to get Lone Pine over properly.
My public, as T am sure you will agree, is entirely different from their
big sellers the Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew.

I am enclosing a copy of what I think is the best letfer about
Lone Pine that I lare ever received from a reader. Hepe tc see you soon
and thanks for your interest.

Yours er,




Chelsea Cottage
Winchelsea
Sussex TN36 4HU
Winchelsea 449 (STD 079 76)

10th March, 1980

Ms, Mary Cadogan
24 Southend Road
Beckenham

Kent BR3 18

Dear Mary,

I was delighted to hear from Marion Lloyd
that you have had a word together and she tells
me that you are preparing a plece about me for
the new Literary Review. I am not sure what this
is, but, of course, I am delighted that you are
going to feature my work. Do let me know nore
this in due course.

I think you may be interested to lknow that
at last I have succeeded in getting a new agent i
and am now working happily with Gerald Pollinger @
of Laurence Pollinger Ltde I am also being very
strongly tempted to write yet another Lone Pine
story and I wonder what you would think of this
idea.

I enclose, just for your interest, two
letters which I received on the same day and

which may be of interest to you for your piece.

Yours ewver,

Malcolm Saville
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