1. Understand both the surface and the deep meaning to the main stakeholders of the research and its findings.

2. Informally come to understand the context in which the research is to take place. Talk to those in the workplace and informally appreciate the issues, frustrations and tensions in evidence even before the research in undertaken.

3. Come to terms with your political agenda in carrying out the research and determine how far you are prepared to be manipulated by the research site politics.

4. Be confident of the outcome of the research and the use to which it is to be put; try not to be the bullet in someone else’s cocked gun.

5. Accept the political context of all research and thus appreciate that your intention may not be the same as that of your research participants.

6. Engage in the politics but retain your integrity, credibility and dignity. 

